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Judge Refuses to Prohibit Custoras _ 
Agents Erom Inspecting Documents - 


BY ROBERT RAWITCIT 
Tirnes Stalf Writer 


Sxpressing concern for massive searches by U.S. Cus- 
toms officials of documents sent to Los, Angeles from the 
Church of Scientology's Jondor offices, atfederal judge 
Ai neverthemss refused to enjoin 
from making: further such searches in the futu 

US. Disi. Judge William P. Gray said there eppeared to 
be no question that Customs agents ‘have the right to ine 
spect enything that enters the country. : 

Customs o ‘ficials, under the authority to seize material 
that is either obscene or seditios, detained four boxes of 
church files over the July :4 holiday 4 after an egent secan- | 
ning some of the material saw the words "Interpol," 
"CIA" "FBP and "debug eg) ist. a Se ‘At. James R! 
Doviev told the court. v 

Most of the material was returned “fi ter ‘th ts three-day 
holiday and Customs officials determined there.was no 
justificat ion for detaining it further, he.adkded. tea 

But Docley told Gray the government wanted to keep 
copies of a ‘small but unspecified nurnber of other doc- 
une: its that might be used for indisclozed eriminal inves- 

tigations and for preparation of « defense to the church's 
cir i] suit over the seized documents. 

Scientology officials, however, claim that 172 items sent 
from the international headquarters jn London are miss- 
ing from whet was returned by Custonis. 

Church attomey Peter Young challenged the assertion 
that eny of the material copied and kept by the govern- 
gnent has anything ta do with criminal Miolations and he 
charged that the Customs séizure Was apart of an overall 
effort lyy federal -authorities to. harass’ the controvers ial 
church. 

“If the Pope sent over a box (of docunient {s) from the 
Vatican T doubt you'd go through it with. a fine tooth 
comb 28 wes done here," ‘Gray said, 
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